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      KSTF Teaching Fellowships

KSTF advocates for new teachers and the teaching profession by supporting beginning high school science and mathematics teachers on the path to becoming expert instructors and teacher leaders.  The foundation’s signature program, the KSTF Teaching Fellowships, awards fellowships in the areas of biological sciences, mathematics and physical sciences.  Renewable for up to five years, the fellowship is explicitly designed to meet the needs of beginning teachers from the onset of the credentialing process through the early years of their careers.
KSTF Teaching Fellowships are among the most comprehensive in the nation, combining extensive financial and professional support.  The fellowship is valued at nearly $150,000 per Teaching Fellow over the course of the five years.  KSTF Teaching Fellows receive tuition assistance, monthly stipends, financial support for professional development and grants for teaching materials, leadership and mentoring.  

In the United States, approximately half of all teachers leave the profession within five years.  The professional benefits of the KSTF Teaching Fellowship address the factors that lead many teachers to leave the profession such as isolation, lack of support, and perceptions that teaching is an easy profession.  KSTF Fellows forge a powerful, like-minded community through regular meetings and online discussions.  Mentoring, materials and access to professional development opportunities ensure that Fellows continue to evolve as master teachers and leaders in education.

A highly accomplished group of educators, KSTF Fellows are redefining teaching by bringing a high level of commitment and enthusiasm to their profession.  KSTF teachers have brought polar science to students directly from the South Pole while taking part in IceCube, the largest research project ever attempted in Antarctica; led students to explore the physics of sound by building and performing on their own musical instruments; worked with students to develop physics-based environmental and sustainability solutions for their community; brought podcasting and other technology solutions into the classroom; and created and coached Science Olympiad and other science and math competition programs at their schools.

KSTF awarded the first four science Teaching Fellowships in 2002 and the first seven Mathematics Teaching Fellowships in 2005.  KSTF’s Biology Teaching Fellowship program began in 2008 with nine new Teaching Fellows.  To date, KSTF has supported nearly 240 Fellows nationwide across 40 states, with 37 Teaching Fellowships awarded in 2011.  Since the program’s inception, KSTF Fellows have taught more than 150,000 students.
KSTF Teaching Fellowships are highly competitive and the selection process is rigorous. Approximately 10% of the applicants are awarded the Fellowship each year.  The Foundation uses four criteria in selecting Teaching Fellows: exceptional content knowledge; commitment to teaching; professional ability; and leadership.  Applications are reviewed by KSTF program staff and by a judging panel of highly accomplished scientists, teachers and teacher educators.

KSTF Teaching Fellows are chosen from among young men and women who have earned or are in the process of earning a degree in science, mathematics or engineering.  Each KSTF Fellow must earn a science or mathematics teaching license as part of the program.  New KSTF Teaching Fellows begin their fellowships on June 1.

